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Claims rejection 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Stevens (6,173,345). 

As for claims 1 and 5, the patent discloses an integrated circuit in figure 2 
composed of register circuits receiving data and outputting data based on control clock 
signals having, a delay register circuit (249) that receives data from the serial controller 
(248) and ID register (247) and outputs delay adjusted data of the data inputs, a 
variable delay circuit block ((244) that received the delayed outputs that further adjusts 
the delayed signals by introducing delay, and a driver circuit (242) that drives another 
stage of the overall circuit after receiving the delay signals from the variable delay circuit 
through the multiplexer (245). 

Although the prior art may have omits to fully describe what might dictate the 
terms of data patterns in such circuit configurations, it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art to expect the delayed signals heavily depending on the input data 
patterns, since input data patterns such as data frequencies (variable in nature) dictate 
the terms of output data patterns. 

As for claims 2,6, the incoming data signals into variable delay circuit are read 
data signals in that specific relationship and the driver circuit accepting data from the 
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variable delay circuit is a peripheral element out of the variable delay circuit. It is also 
clear that driver circuits that receive signals from other circuits could either be internal or 
external depending on application. 

As for claim 3, write and read functions are inherent to memory structures such 
as the circuit in the patent. Buffer circuits normally facilitate data write/read functions. 
Clearly, the memory structure is capable of writing any signal at the output of the driver. 

As for claim 4, part of the delayed data in the structure is address signals coming 
from ID driver block (247) and fed into the delay circuit (249). 

As for claim 7, so long as said first and second data, delay circuits and driver 
circuits are not integrated to produce a composite result based on the interdependence 
of both data signals, they are considered multiple circuits of the same function in 
integration. In this case, the circuitry and function of a single integrated circuit can be 
duplicated in multiple independent configurations in the same base substrate in order to 
avoid circuit density and save substrate material. 

As for claims 8-10, the issue again boils down to multiplicity, which is common in 
the art particularly in memory arrays like in the prior art. The outstanding issues of 
writing and reading data have already been discussed in single circuit configuration 
environment. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fetsum Abraham whose telephone number is: 571-272- 
191 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 18:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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supervisor, Nathan J Flynn can be reached on 571-272-1915. 



